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The World Economic Forum and the world “elite”

by Wolfgang Bittner,* Germany

(Edit.) Is the WEF really a
combination of capitalist
consultancy firm and gigantic
lobby? From 15 to 19 Janu-
ary, another meeting of the
highly influential World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF) took
place in Davos, attended by
more than 2,800 participants,
including over 60 heads of
state and government. This
time the motto was “Rebuilding Trust”. Author
Wolfgang Bittner takes a dissecting look at this
construction and its efforts to create a global-
ised, private-law, non-democratic world order.
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The disturbing plans of this forum for a funda-
mental reorganisation of society are barely
known to the population. They are overshad-
owed by a confusing chaos of information, cli-
mate anxiety and the wars in Ukraine and the
Middle East. The WEF (World Economic Forum),
a foundation and globally networked lobby or-
ganisation, has its headquarters in Switzerland
near Geneva and organises annual meetings,
mostly in Davos, which are attended by the
world’s “elite”. It has offices in New York, Tokyo,
and Beijing. The power of this organization — just
like that of the Bilderberg Group' - is often un-
derestimated. This is because it is not a harm-
less society of dignitaries that meets in the
Swiss mountains to have a nice chat.

According to its own statement, the aim of the
Open Forum, which takes place parallel to the an-
nual meeting, is “to allow the public to participate
in discussions between decision-makers from

politics, business, sci-
ence and civil society”. It
continues: “Our panel-
ists’ regularly include
high-ranking government
representatives, busi-
ness leaders, scientists,
artists, and activists who
share their stories and
perspectives with the
audience. In the spirit of
Davos, the Open Forum
aims to foster dialogue
between decision-
makers from different sectors and walks of life to
find solutions to the most pressing global chal-
lenges of our time.”

That doesn’t sound like a conspiracy at all.
However, the objective becomes somewhat
clearer, and therefore problematic, when the WEF
calls inits “Global Redesign” report from 2010 for
“a globalised world to be best governed by a co-
alition of multinational corporations, govern-
ments (also through the United Nations (UN) sys-
tem) and selected civil society organisations
(CSOs)”. Governments are no longer “the over-
whelmingly dominant actors on the world stage”,
so “the time has come for a new stakeholder
paradigm of international governance”.®

In other words, the WEF plans to replace
democratic forms of organisation, in which
power in the state is supposed to emanate from
the people through elected representatives, with
a system of governance in which a group of
“stakeholders”, i.e. “leading personalities”, form a
global decision-making body. Viewed positively,
this would be the rule of the wise, whoever that
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may be. Viewed critically, it would mean a pluto-
cratic dictatorship in a borderless, supranational
world. A self-appointed “elite” would take power
and form a kind of world government. In this re-
spect, the WEF presents itself as an extraordinar-
ily influential, quasi-mafia-like organisation that
is preparing a global takeover by “leaders” who
are not democratically legitimised. Phases of
global instability, such as the coronavirus pan-
demic, famine, or the effects of the war in
Ukraine, can then be used to implement the pro-
gramme. Communications researcher and au-
thor Nick Buxton, who has analysed the WEF’s in-
tentions in detail, concludes that “we are increas-
ingly entering a world where gatherings like Da-
vos are not ridiculous billionaire playgrounds, but
the future of global governance”. It is “nothing
less than a silent coup d'état”.*

The objectives and power of the WEF become
particularly clear when you look at who particip-
ates in the WEF and how. There are around
1,000 member companies, each with a turnover
of over five billion US dollars,® including the most
important companies in their sector, which also
play a political role. The basic membership fee is
42,000 Swiss francs plus a fee of 18,000 Swiss
francs for the participation of the respective
president at the annual meeting. Industry mem-
bers and strategic partners pay 250,000 Swiss
francs and 500,000 Swiss francs respectively to
play a significant role in the Forum'’s initiatives.®
Strategic partners include BlackRock, the Gates
Foundation, Goldman Sachs, Google, The Coca
Cola Company, Allianz, Bank of America, BP
Amoco, Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, Deutsche
Post DHL, Facebook, the pharmaceutical com-
pany Johnson & Johnson, Mastercard, Mitsubishi
Corporation, Paypal, SAR Saudi Aramco, Siemens
and the media group Thomson Reuters.”

In 1992, the WEF launched a programme for
“Global Leaders of Tomorrow”, which has been
called “Young Global Leaders” since 2004, to
promote suitable future leaders. This created a
global network of important leaders from polit-
ics, business, media, art and culture, the aristo-
cracy and so on, who are committed to the
WEF's plans. In an interview, its founder Klaus
Schwab said: “What we are very proud of [...] is
that we are penetrating the cabinets with our
Young Global Leaders.” In this way, the WEF ex-
erts influence on public life worldwide.

The very first programme in 1992 was atten-
ded by such well-known personalities as Angela

Merkel, Tony Blair, Nicolas Sarkozy, Manuel Bar-
roso and Bill Gates. In the years that followed,
hundreds more joined the programme and
gradually took on important positions: Em-
manuel Macron, David Cameron, Sebastian Kurz,
Annalena Baerbock, Mark Zuckerberg (founder of
Facebook), Jacinda Ardern (Prime Minister of
New Zealand), Sanna Marin (Prime Minister of
Finland), Ida Auken (former Environment Minis-
ter of Denmark), Crown Prince Haakon of Nor-
way, Larry Page (co-founder of Google), Le-
onardo DiCaprio (actor), Niklas Zennstrém (co-
developer of Skype) and Jimmy Wales (co-
founder of Wikipedia).

In 2019, more than 400 civil society organisa-
tions and 40 international networks opposed a
partnership agreement between the WEF and
the United Nations. The UN Secretary-General
was called upon to end the agreement as it was
a “disturbing corporate capture” of the UN that
was “moving the world dangerously towards
privatised and undemocratic global gov-
ernance”.’

US journalist Diana Johnstone considers the
WEF to be a “combination of capitalist con-
sultancy and gigantic lobby”, focussed on “di-
gital innovation, massive automation through
‘artificial intelligence’ and ultimately even the
‘improvement’ of humans by artificially endow-
ing them with some of the characteristics of ro-
bots: for example, problem solving without eth-
ical distractions.” She warns against the “voice
of would-be global governance” and writes:
“From above, experts decide what the masses
should want and twist the supposed wishes of
the people to fit the profit schemes they
peddle.”™

In 2021, the former Prefect of the Congrega-
tion for the Doctrine of the Faith, Cardinal Ger-
hard Ludwig Miiller, spoke out and criticised the
fact that people like Klaus Schwab were sitting
“on the throne of their wealth” and were not af-
fected by the everyday difficulties and suffering
of people caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
Instead, they saw such crises as an opportunity
to push through their programme of a merito-
cratic global “Great Reset” with increasing con-
trol over society.” Miller criticised support from
areas such as transhumanism.? He was ac-
cused of anti-Semitism.

Klaus Schwab and the French economist and
“global strategist” Thierry Malleret wrote about
the intentions of the WEF in their bestseller “The
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Great Reset”, published jointly in 2020: “It is
about making the world less divided, less pollut-
ing, less destructive, more inclusive, more just
and fairer than we left it in the pre-pandemic
era.” There could be changes “that seemed un-
imaginable before the outbreak of the pan-
demic”, there would be a “new normal”."?

Asked in an interview on 19 November 2020
about his ideas for the intended “global new be-
ginning”, Schwab replied: “I think the word ‘reset’
is appropriate [...] Because one thing is clear: we
cannot return to the old normal.” As to combat-
ing the coronavirus pandemic, he took the fol-
lowing view: “So what we need in our world is a
more systemic approach, [...] a reform of the in-
ternational system.”

The phase of the coronavirus pandemic is
therefore seen as an epochal change that
should fundamentally alter conditions in the
world in line with the WEF agenda outlined
above. It remains to be seen how this will hap-
pen once the war in Ukraine is over. In the mean-
time, countries are completely indebted, eco-
nomies and finances are in tatters and many
people do not know which way to turn, so the
ideas of the World Economic Forum'’s trustees
are gaining in importance, regardless of whether
there will be a “great war” or not.

The optimally networked WEF is aiming for a
globalised, private-law world order that is not
democratically controlled. According to in-
formed circles, the ideas are moving in the dir-
ection of comprehensive digitalisation, central-
isation and surveillance.” These plans must be
prevented, and the focus must be on humane,
more appropriate forms of human coexist-
ence.

Source: https://apolut.net/das-weltwirtschaftsforum-und-

die-elite-der-welt-von-wolfgang-bittner/ 17 January 2024
(Reprinted by kind permission of the author.)
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