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The media on the “warpath”

Swiss mass media: a transatlantic transmission belt?
by Thomas Scherr

Even though today we are holding one’s breath in
suspense by military operations and the question of
the aggressor seems to be determined, the respons-
ibility of the media for the tensions towards Russia,
which they have actively built-up in the past months
and years, must be broached. They have hunted
down politics and thus serve as a kind of transmis-
sion belt of transatlantic military strategies.

Although it is hardly possible today to reflect on
the one-sidedness of media coverage against
Russia before and during the military invasion,
given the aggravated mood, this becomes all the
more necessary. The sentiments towards Russia
did not fall out of the sky. Its antecedents are doc-
umented.” Here, the focus is on the past months.
The more recent construction of a hostile image
of Russia began with the so-called colour revolu-
tion in Kiev in 2004. Shortly before that, Russia
and Vladimir Putin were “targeted”. Ten years
later, Western coverage intensified during the
Maidan coup which was prepared by the US with
5 billion US dollars.

How about Russian missiles in Canada?

Politically speaking, it was clear from the outset
that Russia could not accept Ukraine’s Western
affiliation to NATO. For that would ultimately
mean US nuclear missiles stationed directly in
front of Moscow. Conversely, the madness be-
comes clear: the USA would never tolerate Rus-
sian missiles in Canada. But US policy sticks to
its agenda against Russia.? There are no com-
promises these days either.

Mainstream news

During the Maidan coup, the majority of Western
media veered uncritically towards the US course.
They concealed the fact that the coup had been
prepared by US intelligence agencies, that $5 bil-
lion from US “foundations” had been invested in
the preparations for the coup, that the Biden fam-
ily is involved in dubious business dealings in
Ukraine (Hunter Biden) and that it was an uncon-
stitutional coup. They also kept quiet all these
years about the new regime’s reliance on massive
help from neo-Nazi gangs, some of which are em-
bedded in the Ukrainian army, and they kept quiet

about the Ukrainian government’s sabotage, with
US backing, of the internationally binding Minsk
agreements.

Since 2014 - severe bias

This information would have damaged the US ap-
proach to engage European states and their popu-
lations in the eastward enlargement. It would not
have suited the spin and it has therefore hardly
been discussed. Anyone who wanted compre-
hensive information at the time was forced to rely
on the internet. The serious bias in the reporting
of the so-called leading media such as “Der
Spiegel”, the “Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung” the
“Stiddeutsche Zeitung” or the “Neue Ziircher Zei-
tung” became more and more obvious.

Pack behaviour of the media

The media researcher Uwe Kriiger investigated
this pack behaviour of the Western European me-
dia. In his remarkable work, “Meinungsmacht. Der
Einfluss von Eliten auf Leitmedien und Alpha-
Journalisten — Eine kritische Netzwerkanalyse”
(2019) (“Power of Opinion. The influence of elites
on leading media and alpha journalists — a critical
network analysis”), he worked out in detail the en-
tanglements of big European media houses with
US elites.® Although these linkages were already
known,* Kriiger's analysis contributes signific-
antly to a more precise understanding of the pro-
cesses in big European media houses.®

News directly from the CIA?

Apart from the “pack behaviour” of the editorial
offices and the financial entanglements of the
media houses, the increasing uniformity of news
about Russia has been striking since 2014. The
spectrum of information from news portals like
Keystone-SDA or RND.de is strikingly narrow and
one-sided. Yet this information is processed fur-
ther by the editorial offices.® For some time now, it
has been suspected that disinformation
strategies from the orbit of intelligence organisa-
tions play a greater role in this levelling than has
generally been assumed. In 2016, for example, the
East StratCom Task Force started its subversive
work in response to the Ukraine crisis. Such or-
ganisations are commissioned with strategically



feeding “information”.” In plain language: disin-
formation is systematically spread.

Switched to war propaganda

In the late 2020s, mainstream media coverage
began to escalate to a higher level .2 The “Navalny
case” is representative of this.® Negative senti-
ments towards Russia were pushed. In the polit-
ical sphere, the Selensky government simultan-
eously sabotaged the negotiations set out in the
Minsk format in violation of international law,
with the result that the situation in the Donbass
continued to escalate militarily.

Faced with the geopolitical consequences,
Russia finally insisted on its security interests
and on 17 December demanded that the USA
provide written guarantees. Moscow’s political
demand was hushed up in the media or only
presented in a truncated manner. NATO did not
respond to the security demands and reckoned
with a military escalation, which has now oc-
curred at the end of February.

Media with an edge

In mid-December 2021 - i.e. with Russia’s de-
mand for security guarantees — the media cam-
paign in the West took on a war-preparatory char-
acter with the entire spectrum of classic manipu-
lation techniques (one-sidedness, omission of
news, emotionalisation, black-and-white think-
ing, instilling opinions, spreading fake news, con-
stantly repeating false assertions).™ In this pro-
cess, the media houses outdid themselves with a
warmongering acuity that would have been un-
thinkable six months earlier. Especially numer-
ous editorials from the editors-in-chief displayed
a severe edge.

Medial “black and white” thinking

Every level-headed voice that dared to call for de-
escalation was suspected of pro-Russian partis-
anship and thus discredited by the popular me-
dia. Politicians had to apologise in the mass me-
dia if they advocated diplomatic solutions with
Russia — and many Swiss media were no laud-
able exception. The medial “black-and-white
thinking” had a direct impact on political de-
bates. Quite sensible proposals were dropped
from the public discussion from the outset: a ma-
licious merit of the mass media!l

Day after day: “evil Putin”

Since January 2022, for example, the Swiss “Neue
Zircher Zeitung” has left out hardly a day without

presenting a hostile image of Russia across the
first three pages. This, almost painfully borders on
brainwashing! At the same time, every possible ar-
gument that could help to build some understand-
ing is twisted from the very outset.” — The “Neue
Zircher Zeitung” has seen better days.’? But the
other big media houses are not far behind the NZZ
- with devastating consequences.

Swiss standards are different

In general, the Swiss media groups seem to be
having a hard time with a distanced and differen-
tiated view of the world' - a far cry from the level
of Iren Meier or Ulrich Tilgner'* or the world view
of Carl Spitteler'> or that of Jean Rodolphe de
Salis.’® The present time will go down in history
as the lowest point of Swiss journalism — apart
from a few positive exceptions.

Media hunting down politicians

If one looks back at reporting from mid-Decem-
ber 2021 to mid-February 2022, one must soberly
conclude: “war propaganda” has been going on
for some time. Even if this word sounds very un-
flattering, it applies by historical comparison.
One consequence of this is that more and more
people switch off news broadcasts or no longer
read the front-page stories. They can no longer
stand the uniform hate. But the poison of one-
sided indoctrination is working. “Black and white
thinking” is flourishing. A dream of every authorit-
arian regime.

The path to de-escalation
and peace is blocked by the media

Since the Russian invasion of Ukrainian territory
at the end of February 2022, further inhibitions
have fallen in the media. The certainty of being on
the “right side” with “allies” is visibly disinhibiting:
false reports and distortions are now joined by
speculative reports that appear to be descrip-
tions of facts. Now one can count the hours until
the first bloodthirsty reports of extremely “brutal”
offences appear, in order to be able to engrave the
given hostile image even deeper. — The way back
to negotiations, to de-escalation and to peace is
thus blocked by the media.

EU’s war-mongering path

With their escalating reporting, the mass media
actively contribute to keeping political decision-
makers on following a course of war. How much
influence they had on the Federal Council's de-
cision to follow the EU’'s warmongering path al-
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most without resistance remains an open ques-
tion. There were other options. Apparently, the
media overkill: “Federal Council must fly the
flag”, was enough to grossly tarnish corner-
stones of federal foreign policy. (The archives
will perhaps reveal in 30 years' time what other
pressures were exerted on the Federal Council).

Against the media war hysteria

The social-psychological mechanisms of war
propaganda set in now are a kind of mass psy-
chological war hysteria, as profoundly portrayed
by the French Nobel Prize winner Romain
Rolland in his novel “Clérambault”’” — The Story
of an Independent Spirit During the War. People
suddenly give away their wealth, their lives and
the lives of their neighbour all too willingly.
Rolland makes the media-enhanced affects,
such as fear, violence, irrationalism and intoler-
ance, tangible as mass psychological instru-
ments that make war possible and keep it alive.

War only possible with mass media

It is simple: without war propaganda no war!
Without a population “being keyed to”, no widely
accepted war preparations or actions. This pre-
cedes emotional-mental “armament”. So banal,
so murderous. How else could one justify the
war victims calculated in advance, — if not
through an aggressive concept of the enemy?
And here lies the historical responsibility of the
media in making use of mass-psychology. It is
all the more important to restore reason and hu-
manity. Society has accumulated too much
knowledge to allow itself to be driven into a final
nuclear war.

(Translation “Swiss Standpoint”)
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